
 

 

The great exodus from newspapers – the 

people are turning their backs on the 

mainstream.  
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Readers are turning their backs on traditional mainstream media in droves. The printed 

daily newspaper model is losing out to the digital world. Yesterday's news is already 

available online. More and more people are also turning to alternative media.  

Germany's national daily and weekly newspapers are losing more and more readers . The "big 

five" alone (Bild, SZ, FAZ, Handelsblatt and Die Welt) have lost more than 143,000 copies in 

circulation and sold only around one million copies daily in the last quarter.  

Across the board, a negative trend is emerging. Bild and Bild am Sonntag each lost around 16 

percent, while Süddeutsche Zeitung, Handelsblatt, and Welt each lost between seven and eight 

percent. Even the FAZ, once a bourgeois newspaper and now also succumbing to left-wing 

ideology, is slipping significantly.  

https://meedia.de/news/beitrag/20973-die-ueberregionalen-tages-und-wochenzeitungen-verlieren-massiv-ausser-quot-zeit-quot-und-quot-freitag-quot.html
https://report24.news/die-grosse-zeitungsflucht-das-volk-kuendigt-den-mainstream/


 

There are many reasons for this. On the one hand, the newspaper readership is shrinking as a 

group ages and dies off. Younger generations get much more of their information digitally and on 

other platforms. On the other hand, mainstream media are also experiencing a continuing loss of 

trust.  

For decades, these media outlets thrived on their monopoly on interpretation, agenda-setting, a 

sense of moral mission, and the tacit assumption that their worldview automatically constituted 

the prevailing societal guideline. This taken-for-grantedness is gone. Readers aren't simply 

"media-weary"; they've become media-critical. They've learned to question narratives, recognize 

bias, and distinguish between political campaign reporting and genuine information. The result: 

cancellations, declining subscriptions, and a loss of relevance.  

https://x.com/E_Boeminghaus/status/2014650608993624090


 

 

https://x.com/FWarweg/status/2014730512871416082
https://x.com/FWarweg/status/2014731842583212291


The traditional newspaper model isn't dying because of TikTok, algorithms, or the internet. It's 

dying from within. From political bias, moralizing indoctrination, ideological narrow-

mindedness, and an editorial culture that prioritizes stance over information and opinion over 

analysis. Readers aren't leaving because they no longer want news—they're leaving because they 

no longer want this kind of journalism.  

It's no wonder, then, that new media portals are constantly being attacked. More and more people 

are looking for alternatives to the homogenous content of the mainstream press – and they're 

finding them.  

 

 


