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surveillance city: From a crazy summer of
construction to camera-based congestion

charges
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Vienna, once the most livable city in the world, is undergoing a breathtaking
transformation under the red-pink and previously red-green city government —
unfortunately not towards more freedom and quality of life, but towards a camera-
based control regime that finally makes the term “social democratic” a farce.

Anyone who tried to drive through Vienna this summer knows: it wasn't by chance. It was
deliberate. This crazy summer of roadworks is a war against motorists. What's officially sold
as "necessary renovations™ and "traffic calming" turns out, on closer inspection, to be a
coordinated offensive against private motorized transport. Construction site after construction
site, entire main thoroughfares are closed for months or reduced to a single lane—with one
clear, though never explicitly stated, goal: to make driving in Vienna a nightmare.
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The methodology follows a tried-and-tested salami tactic: First, traffic lanes are
"provisionally" repurposed—for bike paths, for "shared spaces,” for outdoor seating areas that
nobody needs because there are three migrant-run restaurants right next door offering exactly
the same thing. Then comes the "evaluation"—and lo and behold, car traffic has actually
decreased. The fact that it decreased because the measures themselves made it impossible to
travel is conveniently ignored. Finally, the permanent implementation: What began as a
temporary measure becomes a permanent street redesign.

In parallel: the systematic reduction of parking spaces. Where there used to be 20 parking
spaces, there are now only eight. The rest: bicycle parking facilities, 90 percent of which are
empty, or concrete planters with withered patches of grass that are allowed to call themselves
"greenery.” The fact that the proportion of migrants in certain districts has long since
exceeded 50 percent and that ethnically segregated neighborhoods have formed in which the
native population has become a minority—never mind. The fact that the Viennese SPO
(Social Democratic Party) has absolutely nothing to do with classical social democracy in the
sense of Bruno Kreisky , but rather represents its complete opposite, is a development that
has been apparent for years and is now reaching its provisional climax.

The gateway drug: congestion charges with surveillance cameras

And now, as the crowning achievement of this development, what TKP previously here as a
"climate lockdown in an open-air prison" is also entering the implementation phase in Vienna.
described

The Vienna Plan — Urban Development Plan 2035, page 136 (available as a PDF download )
reads like the script for a dystopian surveillance film: The number of vehicles entering the
1st district will be reduced by regulating access points, supplemented by parking
management, through an electronic, camera-based system. That's the official,
technocratically sanitized wording. Translated into reality, this means nothing less than a
congestion charge with comprehensive license plate recognition and cameras at every
possible entry point.

The feasibility study by the City of Vienna — created in 2022 under the innocuous title
"Traffic Calming Inner City" — specifically proposes: reducing the number of entrances
from the current 34 to 26 along the Ringstrasse, camera-based vehicle and license plate
recognition at all access points, automated comparison with a "whitelist" — anyone not on
it will receive an administrative penalty —, 30 minutes of free entry for pick-up and drop-off
services (but woe betide you if you stay a second longer), and networking with garage
operators so that your parking data goes directly into the system.

The company Kapsch —the corporation that has already implemented similar systems in
Italian cities and calmly processes millions of license plates per day—is bidding for the
contract. According to a study, the estimated cost is €13.2 million investment , plus €1.27
million in annual operating costs —and given Vienna's budget discipline, one can safely
expect three to four times that amount. The tender is currently being prepared , according to
the office of City Councillor for Transport Ulli Sima (SPO).

Evaluations in Al data centers?

The claim that the cameras are "only" still cameras and that "no videos are recorded" is the
usual reassurance that Kapsch spokespeople trot out at every opportunity. The reality in cities
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like Oxford shows that what is sold today as "traffic calming™ will tomorrow be the
infrastructure for zone restrictions, movement profiles, and—at the next opportunity—
climate lockdowns .

Technically, the claim is nonsense. The system has to recognize somehow when a license
plate can be photographed clearly. A video camera with integrated Al does this best. Only one
photo is stored, however. What else is stored in the databases is another matter entirely. The
Al could have been very well housed in the Al data center planned in the Korneuburg district,
near the village of Stetten, right next to a huge electrical substation. Outsourced to some tech
company — the operators and clients remain a mystery.

Extending surveillance to other city districts is the next logical and simple step, as all legal
requirements have already been met. The necessary technical infrastructure is also in place
and has been tested.

Virus, lockdown, masks, mandatory vaccination

It's important to remember: Vienna was the stronghold of extremist measures during the
Corona pandemic. While the federal government hesitated, the city of Vienna rushed ahead
with mandatory masks for elementary school children, 2G rules, threats of mandatory
vaccinations , and a zeal for surveillance that would have garnered recognition even in
Germany and Israel.

And who was the architect of this Viennese exceptionalism? City Councillor for Health
Peter Hacker — the same man who previously served as Vienna's drug coordinator from
1992 to 2003. A man who addressed the "scene at Karlsplatz" and developed "new support
and counseling services" while the open drug scene exploded and Karlsplatz became a no-go
zone for ordinary citizens. From 2001 to 2018, he was the managing director of the Vienna
Social Fund , and from 2015, he also served as Vienna's refugee coordinator—a career path
that seamlessly transitions from drug policy to migration administration and into the health
dictatorship of the COVID vyears.

But its crowning achievement was the renaming of Vienna's hospitals : The familiar clinics
and hospitals were stripped of their names and replaced with those of the districts. The result:
costs of tens of millions, and nobody knows what's going on anymore. A masterpiece of
bureaucratic ingenuity, while the hospitals themselves were drowning in staff shortages, lack
of funds, and nursing crises, forcing entire wards to close. The TKP report on the starved and
particularly vital accident hospitals can be found here.

The Viennese SPO , which still adorns itself with the label "social democratic," has with the
ideals of Bruno Kreisky nothing in common —full employment, social security, and
educational opportunities for the working class. What sails under the red-pink flag
today is a technocratic-authoritarian clientelism that views migrants as a voting pool,
harasses the native population with traffic and surveillance measures, and defames any
criticism as "right-wing populist™ or a "conspiracy theory." The lobbies of corporations and
the WEF determine policy, not the interests of the citizens.

The career of Mayor Michael Ludwig is now a classic for today's politicians: delivery room —
lecture hall (political science) — plenary hall.

The 15-minute city: From feel-good concept to open-air prison
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What's happening in Vienna isn't an isolated Viennese special case. As TKP in the article "
15-Minute City as a Climate Lockdown in an Open-Air Prison details ,'" it's Austria’s entry
into a globally coordinated program . The 15-minute city is being marketed as a harmless
urban planning concept: everything you need for daily life should be reachable within 15
minutes on foot or by bicycle. Who could possibly object?

But the parallels to the Corona era are striking. The pandemic's lockdown restrictions find
their direct counterpart in the zones with limited travel in the 15-minute city. "Stay home™
returns as "Everything within 15 minutes"—only this time it's no longer an appeal, but a
structurally enforced reality. Where masks were once mandatory, there is now a de facto car
ban. The 2G and 3G access controls of the Corona era have given way to permit systems for
crossing zones. And the infamous contact tracing is now institutionalized in the form of
ANPR cameras with comprehensive movement profiles. TKP: "Under the pretexts of safety,
convenience during lockdown, and saving the climate, urban open-air prisons are being built
for the common people.”

The crucial difference: The Corona lockdown was temporary. The 15-minute city is
intended to be permanent. What was tested and trialled on the population as a temporary
"emergency measure" is now being cemented as a permanent urban model.

The WEF itself presented the 15-minute city as a blueprint for lockdowns—accessibility to
facilities had become a “matter of life and death” during Covid. Climate change and global
conflicts are cited as further justifications. As early as 2023 , TLP reported how “sustainable”
cities were increasingly becoming “smart” cities—filled with cameras, sensors, Wi-Fi
trackers, and other Internet of Things applications running on 2G to 5G networks, monitoring
countless aspects of public and private life.

What's being sold today as "traffic calming" will be tomorrow's infrastructure for a climate
lockdown : a new pandemic, a "climate emergency,” an "energy shortage"—and suddenly 30
minutes of free entry become zero. 100 permitted trips per year become zero. Anyone not
allowed to leave their zone is effectively a prisoner—just without visible bars.

Salami tactic: First Favoriten, then all of Vienna

That Vienna is serious is demonstrated by the pilot project in Favoriten : Car parking spaces
have been reduced by 30 percent , and traffic is controlled by a "new regulation across the
area"—in other words, you only drive where and when you are permitted to. The
implementation follows the classic salami tactic: first temporary measures, then permanent
structures—slice by slice, until freedom is gone.

And the next target is already planned: the *low-traffic districts™ —the expansion of the
model to other districts has been decided. As ORF Vienna reported , the project is to be
implemented during this legislative period, which runs until 2030. What began in Oxford with
six zones and 100 trips per year, and what became a city-wide tax in London with the ULEZ
(Ultra Low Emission Zone)—is now coming to Vienna.

The SPO - politically the opposite of before

The Viennese SPO under Mayor Michael Ludwig and Health Councillor Peter Hacker has
nothing to do with the ideals of the labor movement anymore. What governs Vienna today is a
technocratic-authoritarian special interest party that harasses motorists and drives them
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out of the city with construction sites and the disappearance of parking spaces, installs
cameras that record license plates today and will create movement profiles tomorrow, views
migrants as a voting pool while the native population becomes a minority in their own
neighborhoods, dismisses criticism as "right-wing populist” or “conspiracy theory,"” and
systematically dismantles civil liberties under the guise of "climate protection™ and "traffic
calming.”

Bruno Kreisky would be turning in his grave.

The 15-minute city is not the answer to traffic problems. It is the harbinger of a total
surveillance regime sailing under the green flag and being implemented in Vienna by a
Social Democratic Party (SPO) that only uses the word "social democratic™ as a historical
relic in its party platform.

Under the pretexts of safety, convenience during lockdown, and saving the climate, urban
open-air prisons are being built for the common people.

Vienna is well on its way. The summer of construction — not the first of its kind — was just the
beginning. A congestion charge with surveillance cameras is the next step. And what comes
after that? Ask the citizens of Oxford. They already know the answer.
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